
Fold mountains occur when tectonic 
plates collide. 
The edges of the plates crumple as they 
are pushed together.  The rock of the 
Earth’s surface is pushed up to create 
mountains. 

Fold Mountains  

When cracks in the Earth’s surface open 
up, large chucks of rock can be pushed 
up while others are pushed down. 
This creates mountains with a long slope 
on one side, and a sharp drop on the  
other. 

Fault Block Mountains  

Volcanic mountains are formed around 
volcanoes. 
Volcanic mountains are made of layers of 
ash and cooled lava. 

Volcanic Mountains  

Dome mountains are smooth and round-
looking. 
They are formed when magma is forced 
up between the crust and the mantle, but 
doesn’t ever flow out. 
The magma makes the land bubble up 
like a balloon. 

Dome Mountains  

Plateau mountains are different from the 
other mountain types. 
They haven’t formed because of rock or 
magma being pushed up.  They form be-
cause of materials being taken away 
through erosion, which has left deep  
valleys or gorges next to high cliffs. 

Plateau Mountains  

 

Corries 

 
Cories are ice scooped basins, 
where a glacier has scooped 
out a section of the  
mountain, these often  
remain as lakes when the 
glacier disappears. 

 

Glacial valley 

 
U shaped valleys are created 
when a glacier scours the 
sides of a valley changing it 
from its river shaped V to a 
rounded U shape. 

 

Arête  

 
An Arête is formed when two 
adjacent glaciers create two 
U shaped valleys leaving a 
ridge of narrow rock in  
between. 

 

Volcanic plug 

 
A volcanic plug consists of 
hard volcanic rock, which 
once plugged a volcano,  
exposed by erosion. 

Plateau  

mountains that 

have large areas of 

flat ground and can 

be used for  

farming.  

They do not have 

peaks.  

 

Altitude  

the height of 

an object or 

point in rela-

tion to sea  

level or ground 

level. 

Climate  

the weather conditions prevailing in an area  
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A mountain is  
usually  

defined as a part of 
the landscape with 

steep slopes that 
rise over 300m.  

 
Some mountains 

are found in groups 
called ranges,  

others are isolated  
summits. 

Scafell Pike  
Highest mountain in England 
 

978m 

Ben Nevis 
Highest mountain in Scotland 
 

1344m 

Snowden  
Highest mountain in Wales 
  

1085m 

Mount Everest  
Tallest mountain in the world   

(above sea level) 
Part of the Himalayan mountains 

 

8848m 


